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Watershed Connection 

JANUARY 2016 

The Annual Meeting of the members of Ag Water Quality will be held at Wednes-
day, February 10, 2016 at 5:00pm in the Planning Commission conference room 
located at 2850 Fairlane Ct., Placerville, CA  Please plan to attend the meeting to 
keep up on rules and regulations.  

Nitrogen Management Plans 

Every member is required to fill out a Nitrogen Management Plan annually. At this 
point the Regional Board does not require our sub watershed to have them certified 
nor to turn them in - you get to keep yours on site! However, it is still a requirement 
to fill it out and have it ready in case someone from the Regional Board wants to 
see it.  

Randy Hansen, former Board Member of our local coalition, has graciously agreed 
to attend the meeting and help us fill the forms out. There should be a separate 
form for each crop type on which you apply nitrogen. We will have about 50 forms 
available at the meeting.  If you plan to apply nitrogen in 2016, it will be helpful to 
attend this meeting.  

Sediment and Erosion Control Plans 

Another requirement of Order R5-2014-003 (detailed requirements start on page 
27) states: Growers with parcels within areas currently identified to have the poten-
tial for erosion and sediment discharge are required to prepare and certify a Sedi-
ment Erosion and Control Plan (SECP) using an approved template. The deadline 
to complete and implement a SECP is February 12, 2016. 

Bruce Houdeshelt of NCWA, our third party liaison with the Regional Board, has 
requested that our sub coalition not be required to complete these. We will inform 
you of this status as we learn more. 
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 At its December Board Meeting the Board agreed to hire Lesa Osterholm on a six month contract 
to help advocate for us. Lesa has been working with other sub coalitions of the Sac Valley Coalition since 
the inception of this program and will be extremely helpful to us as this program under which we live con-
tinues to grow into an enormous governmental bureaucracy . At our conception in 2008 we thought we 
would remain an all volunteer group. We are still the only sub coalition regularly represented by volunteers 
only. As the program has grown so greatly, this is no longer the best approach. Please meet Lesa at the 
Annual Meeting to see why this was the best step for us.  

 We had three Board positions expire at the end of 2015. Two people have agreed to return so far. 
If anyone is interested in serving on the Board, please let Carolyn Mansfield know (626-9285) prior to the 
Annual Meeting. There are only 5 meetings annually with a 6th one added if needed. The time commit-
ment is minimal, but the input from members is invaluable. Please consider joining us! Three more 
seats will be available the following year as well. 

Meet the New Board Members: 

 When John Zentner, former Vice President of our Board, left for Oregon in the spring of 2015, we 
were left with a giant void. Bob Witters agreed to join us, and we welcome him and the experience he 
brings. In October another Board Member, Randy Hansen, sold his AG land in El Dorado County and per 
our bylaws had to leave the Board. Ann Johnson was tapped to fill this position, and we are thrilled to 
have this lifelong El Dorado County resident with us. Learn a little more about them - 

Bob Witters: 
 I have lived in Camino since 1997, married, and the father of 2.  We have 4 grandchildren and 3 
great grandchildren.  I have been a member of AWQ since the start, serving on the original finance and 
oversight committee.  I farm 10 acres in Camino that includes 7 acres of grapes plus a few fruit trees.  I 
have belonged to the El Dorado Grape Growers Association since 2001.  I served on the Board as Treas-
urer for a number of years.  I am also a member of Board of Directors for the Placerville Fruit Growers As-
sociation.  I participated in the transition of the original Co-Op to an S-Corporation in 2008.  I believe the 
continued success of AWQ is essential to the farmers and ranchers in this county.  Securing a cost effec-
tive operational  agreement with SVWQC is a top priority. 
 
Ann Johnson: 
 Ann Johnson is a fourth generation farmer in El Dorado County.  She joins her parents in growing 
wine grapes at Walker Vineyard.  The vineyard was established in the early 1970’s by Lloyd and Claudia 
Walker and is located in the Oak Hill Agricultural district. Currently at 24 acres, approximately half of the 
vineyard is devoted to Zinfandel while the remaining acreage includes Barbera, Merlot, Chardonnay, Pe-
tite Sirah and Riesling.  Ann is married to Tim Johnson and has two college-aged kids. Agriculture runs in 
the family, as Tim works for the California Rice Commission and is involved in the Irrigated Lands Regula-
tory Program, advocating for rice farmers with the regional water board.   

 
 

Ag. Water Quality Member Update 

 By  Carolyn Mansfield President’s Notes 
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Below is a Nitrogen Management Plan (NMP) template.  Please bring it with you to the Annual Meeting, so 
we can answer any questions you might have.    



 

 

Please consider joining the Coalition Board of Directors! 

 

 

 

This coalition was formed on your behalf 

and now’s the time for you to get involved!! 
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